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Hunting and Fishing
In the sparsely populated northern forest lands, where
there is but little agriculture, hunting is the main occupation
of the people. In the past large numbers of hunters and
traders were attracted by the wealth which could be obtained
from the fur trade, and unplanned exploitation led to the
extinction of valuable fur-bearing animals in several areas.
To-day hunting and trading is closely organized on a co-
operative basis, and numerous trading-posts have been set
up, and animal-breeding farms established.
Similarly, the fishing industry is now organized by State
Trusts. At the main fishing centres there are stations similar
to the machine-tractor stations on collective farms. They
supply motor-boats, undertake repairs, and train mechanics.
The industry employs about 220,000 fishermen and 130,000
other workers (total annual catch, 1-6 million tons).
The Caspian Sea yields one-quarter of the total annual
production. The great influx of organic matter from the
rivers, and the shallow waters close to the shore, provide
favourable breeding- and feeding-grounds for fish. The chief
centre of the industry, Astrakhan, lies at the mouth of the
Volga, the highway along which fish is sent to the densely
populated parts of the U.S.S.R., and close to the great salt
deposits of Lake Baskutichak. Pike, bream, perch, roach,
herring, and valuable fish of the sturgeon species are
caught.
The growth of the second great centre of the fishing industry,
in the Far East, has been limited by the great distance which
separates it from the main consuming centres, lack of labour
(owing to the sparse population), and, in the past, by the
absence of salt, which had to be brought by sea, from the
shores of the Black Sea. Recently, however, vast deposits
near the Khatanga river, in Northern Siberia, have been
opened. Salt is now shipped from Nordvik through the
Arctic and Pacific to the Far East. Since there are no great
consuming centres near the fishing-grounds, most of the catch
is canned, and a considerable amount exported. The chief